Necessity Is The Mother Of Invention 


Nobody likes change, however in times of emergency, necessity is the mother of 
invention! In a year when it has been hard to see anything positive, many of us 
have discovered the opportunities that advances in technology provide as we 
look to find a way to continue with our lives during a global pandemic. 


As the virus took hold in March and the lockdown was introduced for the first 
time, all live performances of music were cancelled across the country, including 
Fleadhanna, Concerts, Sessions, Classes and Summer Schools. A decision had to 
be made about the Seosamh Mac Gabhann Summer School which was due to 
take place at the start of July! 


| was working from home at this time and only saw my work colleagues and the 
outside world on Zoom. They were dark days, the news was filled with 
devastating stories of hospitalisations and deaths, as so many people suffered 
and others battled bravely to look after them. As | sat down for my lunch each 
day, | got a notification on my phone that Oisin Mac Diarmada was live on 
Facebook on behalf of the Hawk’s Well Theatre. This was a wonderful lift, with 
Oisin playing a tune a day as he streamed live across the world from his home in 
Coolaney. 


| wondered if this could work for a Summer School and gave Oisin a call to ask 
him if he would consider delivering a fiddle class via Facebook Live for the 
Seosamh Mac Gabhann Summer School. He came on board immediately, 
followed by Daithi Gormley (Accordion), Cian Kearins (Flute), Breda Shannon 
(Concertina), Theresa O’Grady (Banjo), Eadaoin Ni Mhaicin (Harp), Aidan 
Shannon (Tin Whistle), Joseph McNulty (Bodhran), Caoimhe Kearins (Traditional 
Singing) and Laura Ganley (Sean Nos Dancing). 


The Seosamh Mac Gabhann Summer School went live with the first tutorial on 
Facebook at 10am on Monday, 29th of June and ended on Friday 3” of July with 
10 tutorials each day, running up to 8pm. The reaction was extraordinary, with 
musicians, singers and dancers tuning in from across the world. Over the week 
we had 4,850 participants from 46 countries joining in live and a further 141,400 
views of the videos afterwards. During the tutorials, there was a constant stream 
of positive comments about the quality of tuition and the fact that this was 
available live for a week from the Summer School. The Facebook Lives were 
offered free and in return, the Summer School Committee asked participants if 
they would consider supporting a worthy local charity, the Mayo Roscommon 
Hospice Foundation. A large number of participants donated to the fundraiser, 
with a massive €4,660 raised. 


For me, living during the COVID-19 pandemic has been made easier by the 
benefits offered by technology, particularly during times of lockdown. These 
include being able to see my mother, Bea Ann Smyth on Skype at the Ave Maria 
Nursing Home in Tooreen, staying in touch with work colleagues and friends on 
Zoom and enjoying the wonderful tutorials from world class tutors during the 
week of the Facebook Lives from the Seosamh Mac Gabhann Summer School. 


Ar aghaidh leis an gceol! 


By Feargal Mac Gabhann 


